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Ontario Network of 
Injured Workers Groups (ONIWG)

Founded in 1991
22  local groups from Ottawa to Thunder Bay
Umbrella organization to support local groups and 

strengthen our voice with government
Volunteer driven – annual budget $4,000 – 12,000
Helps bring positive changes for injured & disabled 

workers
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Background



Supreme Court Victory!  Dec. 2003

Who says fighting doesn’t help?
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Research Action Alliance on the 
Consequences of Work Injury (RAACWI)   

2004 - 2012

 Injured & Disabled Workers, Advocates, Researchers

 Blue Sky Meetings with WCB/WSIB Senior 
Management

 Stigma, Return to Work, Tracking Outcomes
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Workers Compensation

The first part of our social safety net –

Over 100 years old!

What lessons can we learn?
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1915 Ontario Workmen’s Compensation Act

Meredith Principles:

∆ Compensation as long as disability lasts

∆ Collective Liability / Employer pays

∆ No fault

∆ Independent Agency

∆ Non-adversarial
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Sir William Meredith
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Present Situation: 
Outcomes 3 – 5 years post injury

14 – 21,250 serious injuries & diseases resulting in 
permanent disabilities each year in Ontario

45% unemployed long term

20% in poverty + 25% in near poverty

Only 20 % receive long term benefits from WSIB/WCB

45% facing mental health challenges
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Austerity/Neoliberal Agenda

Unfunded Liability

Corporations trump disabled workers

30 % reduction in benefits paid (2010 – 2014)

Focus on reducing long term benefits

Welfarization of Disability – John Stapleton

Precarious Employment
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WCB Policy Proposals
 Unintended consequences of Experience Rating: 

Adversarial relationships
 Restore collective liability – Flat Rate System

 Pension vs Future Wage Loss System

 Employment Supports – Back Pack

 Health Care Benefits
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System-wide Policy 
Proposals

 Income Security – Ontario Basic Income Pilot – LIM

 Employment Supports – not connected to Income 
Support

 Health Care & Quality of Life Supports

 Road Map for Change -
https://www.ontario.ca/page/income-security-
reform#section-3

12



Resources

 http://thunderbayinjuredworkers.com

 https://www.crwdp.ca

 http://injuredworkersonline.org

 http://www.consequencesofworkinjury.ca

 http://iavgo.org/research-and-resources
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Thank you!
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